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Marama enjoying 
the sunshine and 
her freedom.

Help support a life
beyond vision loss

You won’t just be helping people overcome
the day-to-day challenges of vision loss. You
will be helping them to live out their passions
and excel at whatever they choose to do.

Blind Low Vision NZ is privileged to help
life open up for adults and children,
through access to specialised counselling,
rehabilitation, new technology and other
practical help including guide dogs. Through
your future support, you will make even more
possible for New Zealanders with sight loss.

A gift in your Will can
help to ensure the next
generation of people who
are blind, deafblind or
have low vision live the life
they choose.

Thank you so much for your interest in leaving a gift  
in your Will to Blind Low Vision NZ. Such a gift would 
help to transform the lives of New Zealanders with  
sight loss – for many years to come.



I was so overwhelmed and had no idea how to 
cope whilst being a mother of two young boys, a 
wife, a daughter and a friend.

Looking back the best thing I’ve done was to 
ask for help from Blind Low Vision NZ. They 
showered me with great support and were 
very informative in teaching me daily living 
skills. Like how to dial a phone number, use 
an oven and pour a cup of tea. This was 
important as getting these daily skills  
back gave me the confidence I needed to 
foresee an independent life which I thought 
was unthinkable.

Difficult, but incredibly liberating was 
when I learnt how to touch type, read and 
write braille and learnt how to use speech 
software through Blind Low Vision NZ.

Not long after, Blind Low Vision NZ asked 
whether I wanted to try cross-country skiing. I 
politely declined but, then I thought to myself 
later “What kind of blind person are you 
going to make if you turn down opportunities 
that come your way”. 

From then on I decided I would say “Why not” 
to every opportunity that comes my way and 
since then I’ve walked ten half marathons, 
gone up in a hot air balloon, written two 
books, travelled to all seven wonders of the 
world and met a Prime Minister. 

Ultimately, thanks to Blind Low Vision NZ, I’ve 
gone from strength to strength and without 
them I wouldn’t have been able to have 
rebuilt my confidence.

Distressed, powerless and 
daunted by the future. 
These were things I had 
felt when I was declared 
blind at the age of 31.

“When I discovered 
Blind Low Vision NZ, I 
stepped into a world 
of possibilities. I was so 
relieved to walk into an 
organisation where it 
was okay not to see.”

Julie

“Without Blind Low Vision 
NZ I wouldn’t have been 
able to cook, read, write or 
communicate with the outside 
world. I wouldn’t be the blind 
person I am today.”

Julie



I’ve been working for 
Blind Low Vision NZ for 
about nine years and I can 
see what a difference its 
services make.

My role is to organise recreational activities 
and to recruit and assign volunteers to 
support the people who use Blind Low Vision 
NZ’s services.

Volunteers might drive people to events or 
take them out walking or to get a coffee. 
Some volunteers read parts of our local 
newspaper to people over the telephone.

Being able to make the journey a little easier 
and less stressful for people who are losing 
their vision is a great feeling.

Working here, I see how much value people 
get from the Blind Low Vision NZ’s services, 
which are all free.

Henry, my guide dog, enables me to travel 
independently when out and about.

That’s why I decided to leave a gift in my 
Will to Blind Low Vision NZ and why I would 
encourage anyone who is able, to do the same.

Blind Low Vision NZ shows people with sight 
loss that they can do anything if they’re 
willing. I really want that impact to live on.

Petronella works at Blind Low 
Vision NZ and decided to leave 
them a gift in her Will after 
seeing the difference that 
volunteers and guide dogs make 
in people’s lives.

“I decided to 
leave a gift in my 
Will to Blind Low 
Vision NZ because 
of the amazing 
independence they 
give to people  
who have lost  
their vision.” 

Petronella



Asha was about four 
weeks old when I kept 
seeing a white dot in 
her left eye. I started to 
get that sick feeling that 
something wasn’t right.
We saw an ophthalmologist who said “I’m
really sorry, she’s got cataracts in both eyes
and they have to come out right away.”

Basically what he said was “She’s blind
and may well be blind for the rest of her
life.” I felt angry, sick, numb and absolutely
hopeless.

We didn’t have any support until Asha was
about four months old, when I rang
Blind Low Vision NZ and said, “I’ve got a
baby, she’s blind, who do I talk to?”

They sent us an amazing Independent
Living Skills Specialist.

Our specialist helped us choose the best
day care for Asha, and trained all of her
teachers on how best to support her. Our
specialist assessed Asha who – incredibly –
was hitting all the normal milestones for a
child her age.

Without that support and reassurance, my
husband and I would have been a lot less
positive about Asha’s future.

That’s why I really wanted to give something
back by making a gift in my Will to
Blind Low Vision NZ.

I want my gift to help more children like
Asha, so they can become the amazing little
people they’re meant to be.

Fiona has left a gift in her
Will to Blind Low Vision NZ 
to make sure children like 
her daughter Asha will have 
every chance in life.

Asha enjoying a story with her Mum Fiona and Dad Matt.

What Blind Low 
Vision NZ does
today will change 
the lives of
children and 
adults tomorrow.



I was in a physical training programme with 
goals to enter the police force. I was injured 
on a training exercise which caused my 
eyesight to deteriorate, changing my life’s 
direction and my chosen career path.

It was only after months of stubbornly 
battling my own body, in denial of my new 
reality that I finally reached out to Blind Low 
Vision NZ. That was the day I learned that 
reaching out for help isn’t a weakness, it’s life 
changing - and it was.

Experiencing life with multiple disabilities and 
the challenges that came with this was the 
beginning of my passion for advocacy within 
the disability sector.

Blind Low Vision NZ were quick to offer support 
and refer me to the appropriate services. 
An Adaptive Communication and Adaptive 
Technology Service (ACATS) Trainer and 
Adaptive Technology Consultant gave my 
devices a makeover, introduced me to new 
technology and helped make my study possible.

My household found it difficult living with 
me, as the house was always in darkness, 
because of my light sensitivity and glare.  
Then a rehabilitation instructor helped make 
my home environment far more functional for 
both my family and I! But most importantly, 
they helped me rediscover my can-do 
attitude and find joy again.

Blind Low Vision NZ opened up a whole 
new world to me, one where everything was 
possible. Thanks to them I am now in full time 
study and ready to further my education at 
university following my interest of working 
within the health and disability sector. I am 
back outdoors on adventures and enjoying 
reading from the huge selection of books from 
the Blind Low Vision NZ Accessible Library on 
my Alexa enabled device.

Having lived and experienced low vision, I 
now understand the extent of the impact 
Blind Low Vision NZ has on people’s lives. 
They are there to problem solve, provide 
physical solutions, to educate and teach.

For me the organisation were that 
outstretched hand that pulled me through 
one of the toughest times in my life and 
walked with me on my journey. Going 
through this journey has been an experience 
that has given everything new meaning and 
changed my life for the better. I am eternally 
grateful for all that Blind Low Vision NZ have 
supported me to do and become. 

“I wouldn’t be where I am today 
without them”

Star 

As an adventurous, 
determined, young person 
with big dreams and 
goals, there was nothing 
stopping me. Until I 
couldn’t see.

“BLVNZ opened 
up a whole new 
world to me, one 
where everything 
was possible“

Star 



My wife Jennifer and  
I decided to leave gifts to 
Blind Low Vision NZ in our 
Wills, for both emotional 
and practical reasons.
It started because we are both doggy people. 
We’ve had eight doggy children, with the 
latest being Hoover, our seven-year-old 
Basset Hound.

So we wanted to find a charity that gave 
people the support and companionship of 
a dog. And we thought guide dogs were a 
very practical way of helping people who are 
blind or have low vision to be more mobile in 
the community.

“It’s just a nice feeling to be contributing to 
something that’s important and helpful to 
people. Which is why Jennifer and I went to a 
solicitor to make new Wills.”

When we realised that Blind Low Vision 
NZ Guide Dogs don’t get any government 
funding, we started giving to them quarterly. 
I still get a lot of pleasure from writing that 
quarterly cheque.

We made a provision for our seven nieces  
and nephews and said, “We’d like to leave  
a proportion of what’s left to Blind Low  
Vision NZ.”

We would like our gifts to help the guide dog 
breeding programme, because breeding 
dogs isn’t cheap. We are also keen for 
our support to help the matching and 
training programme, because matching 
the temperaments of dogs and people is a 
careful thing that needs a trained eye.

Finally, we also want to support Blind Low 
Vision NZ’s Accessible Library Services because 
I think being unable to read would be a great 
hardship for people who lose their sight.

Charles and his wife Jennifer 
chose to leave a gift in  
their Wills to Blind Low  
Vision NZ, primarily to 
support the wonderful 
guide dog programme,  
which doesn’t receive any 
government funding.

“We’re glad that 
our money can 
be used to make 
somebody more 
independent” 

Charles & Jennifer



The power  
of your gift

How to leave a gift: Before you make or 
update your Will, we encourage you to talk to 
your loved ones about your decision first. If you 
choose to leave a gift in your Will to Blind Low 
Vision NZ, you should see a solicitor to manage 
the paperwork on your behalf. They can advise 
you on how to leave a gift in your Will while still 
making sure your family and loved ones are 
taken care of.

Types of gifts you can leave in your Will: We 
encourage you to talk to your solicitor or trustee 
company about the different types of gifts you 
can leave as a gift in your Will to Blind Low 
Vision NZ. They can help you choose the gift 
that best reflects your wishes – there are three 
main types to consider:

� Percentage gift: Leaving a gift as a 
percentage rather than a fixed amount will 
ensure that inflation doesn’t erode the value 
of your gift over your lifetime. It can also be 
used if you wish to divide your estate among 
a number of people or organisations.  5% 
could make a real and significant difference 
to our work.

� Residual gift: This gift is the remainder of 
your estate (or percentage thereof) after 
your loved ones have been provided for and 
expenses have been deducted.

� Pecuniary gift: This gift is a specific amount 
such as $5,000.

Wording your gift: If you are kind enough 
to include a gift to Blind Low Vision NZ in 
your Will, please make sure you include the 
correct wording, below. If you already have a
Will, you can update this by way of a codicil,
using the same wording.

Blind Low Vision NZ respects the fact that 
the content of your Will is a very personal 
decision, and not one to be made without 
considerable reflection.

However, if you are looking for guidance, 
please remember that it is important to us that 
you look after your friends and family first. 
Once they have been taken care of, if you could 
consider a small percentage, such as 5% or 10%, 
it would make a huge difference. This type of 
gift won’t lose its value over time.

Any gift to Blind Low Vision NZ – no matter how 
big or small – goes a long way to unlocking 
a future of possibility for people who are 
deafblind or have low vision.

Your gift will help to fund guide dogs,
vision rehabilitation, our accessible library and 
the ever-changing technologies and services 
that make it possible for New Zealanders with 
sight loss to live their lives to the fullest.

It could help us reach a time when no adult 
or child in this country will have to struggle 
because they are born blind or lose their sight.

Blind Low Vision NZ has 
been proudly helping 
people who are blind, 
deafblind and have low 
vision for more than 130 
years. Your gift will help 
us continue this work for 
many more years to come.

“I give and bequeath to the Royal New 
Zealand Foundation of the Blind CC21361, 
the sum of $xx, (or) xx% of my estate, (or) 
the residue of my estate free of all charges, 
to be used where most needed, and the 
official receipt of the Royal New Zealand 
Foundation of the Blind will be sufficient 
acknowledgement of having received this 
gift.”

If you would like the bequest to be 
designated to a specific area or cause 
please note this in place of “to be used 
where most needed” above.



Thank you for 
your kindness and 
consideration
If you would like to help create a brighter future 
for New Zealanders with sight loss, then please 
call Blind Low Vision NZ on 0800 366 283 for a 
confidential conversation and the opportunity 
for us to answer any questions you may have.

Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind 
is also known as Blind Low Vision NZ. Blind 
Low Vision NZ Guide Dogs is a service division 
of Blind Low Vision NZ. Blind Low Vision NZ 
Registered Charity Number CC21361

blindlowvision.org.nz

supportercare@blindlowvision.org.nz


