Insight  
Summer 2022 

Your generosity brings joy, confidence and independence to so many Kiwis every day. Thank you. 
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What’s Inside: 
· A bright future ahead for Marama, thanks to you 
· Claudia is ready to take on the world 
· Poodles paw-fect for people with allergies 
· With your support, Morgan will soon be back on the dance floor 
· You’ve given Verna the joy of reading 
· Meet Rylie, the best Christmas gift of all 

A bright future ahead for Marama, thanks to you 
Thanks to you, Marama will be ready for the challenges of the new school year. 
When you meet 12-year-old Marama, it’s hard to forget her bubbly personality and love of life - and after such an overwhelming response to her story in our Christmas letter, we know you agree. 
We wrote to ask for your help to fund the specialist training that Kiwi kids like Marama need to prepare for the challenges of high school and beyond, and you opened your heart. Thank you so much. 
Marama has such huge energy for life. She is creative, active and musical too! If she is not creating art, playing guitar or swimming, you’ll find her writing and illustrating a story about her life. She is now confidently using an Alexa, navigating school with her white cane and using Blind Low Vision NZ recreational services such as riding a tandem bike. 
When we told Marama and her family about the huge response to their story and the wonderful personal messages we received, they were quite overwhelmed to know that so many people wanted the very best for Marama’s future. They are so grateful for your kindness, as are we - thank you for always being there for kids like Marama. 
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Caption: Look at Marama go! 

Claudia is ready to take on the world 
With you by her side, she is unstoppable. 
At just 20 years of age, Claudia has already achieved so much! For as long as Claudia can remember, Blind Low Vision NZ has been part of her life, guiding and supporting whenever she needed help and cheering her on from the sidelines. 
As a child, Claudia attended our summer camp – it’s a fantastic opportunity for children from around New Zealand who are blind, deafblind or have low vision to try new things, gain independence and have fun. As her confidence grew, she progressed to a camp leadership role to help younger kids have the same great experience she had. 
Last October, Claudia reached a long-term goal of graduating with an A grade average from university with a Bachelor of Health Science. She’s now applying for jobs and looking forward to an exciting new career in the health sector. 
Claudia also has been riding horses since the age of four and now has her own horse, Zach, who she rides and cares for with the help of her Dad. A routine of someone giving verbal cues enables Claudia and Zach to get out and about like anyone else. Thanks to your kindness, Claudia has the whole world at her feet. 
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Caption: Claudia enjoying time with her beautiful horse, Zach. 

Poodles paw-fect for people with allergies 
Your donations help support our breeding programme, thank you! 
Just when you thought guide dog puppies couldn’t get any cuter… here is one of our absolutely gorgeous new poodle puppies in all her fluffy glory! Thanks to your generous support, we now have a litter of poodles to add to our puppies in training programme. 
Although Blind Low Vision NZ mainly breed Labradors, we are also able to breed Standard Poodles for people allergic to dog hair, thanks to the generosity of donors like you. Just imagine the delight this little puppy will bring once she is training and out in the world. Thank you for helping us change lives through our guide dog puppies! 
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Caption: A special hello from one of our newest puppies in training.
 
With your support, Morgan will soon meet his match 
There really is nothing like hitting the dance floor to keep fit and have fun - and that’s what Morgan is looking forward to most right now. Morgan dances regularly with dance clubs and competes in dance competitions, and he always takes the lead. The follower gives verbal cues to make sure they don’t bump into people. “Modern jive is really my favourite, but I do a bit of salsa, bachata and zouk, too.” 
Morgan is on the waiting list for a new guide dog. His last guide dog Jessie J went into retirement just before lockdown hit in 2020, and without a guide dog, it was difficult for Morgan to access essential services. “I was stuck at home, stranded. I couldn’t even go for a walk without someone else’s help.” 
Morgan also has mild paralysis down one side and is missing part of his right leg. “When I put on my prosthetic each day, it’s never quite on at the same angle and so the way I tend to veer when I walk changes from day to day.” He said a guide dog would help him with these mobility issues, too. 
This is why your kindness is so important. Even though Morgan’s been on the waiting list for over a year, thanks to your ongoing support, Blind Low Vision NZ is always there for him, staying in touch and working hard to find the guide dog that will change his life. “I’m so looking forward to becoming independent again. If Blind Low Vision NZ weren’t there for me, it would be a lot harder.” 
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 Caption: Morgan can’t wait to be matched with a guide dog. 

You’ve given Verna the joy of reading 
When Verna was 10 years old, she suffered a cerebral abscess on the brain and lost her vision. Today she only has light and dark perception - but her low vision has never slowed Verna down. 
Verna has always been keen to learn and explore the world. In fact, she’s been a ‘trailblazer’ since she was a schoolgirl. In 1969, Verna became part of a pilot group of three children who were blind or had low vision who attended a mainstream intermediate school. Verna says it was the beginning of her life-long love of reading. 
Although now semi-retired, Verna is incredibly active. She loves volunteering, gardening and weekly book club meetings - all things she has the independence to do thanks to having Blind Low Vision NZ services in the past. A keen reader, Verna is happily accessing Talking Books through our Library Services. “I wouldn’t be reading what I’m reading without Blind Low Vision NZ.” You help Verna stay connected and experience the joy of reading. Thank you. 
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Caption: Verna says Talking Books bring her incredible joy

Meet Rylie, the best Christmas gift of all 
After two long years, Sue finally has her guide dog 
No matter what challenges 2021 presented for us all, it was so comforting to know that every Kiwi who is blind, deafblind or has low vision had your kind support. Right across the year, you have been so incredibly generous, whenever we asked for your help - thank you so much. 
Every donation you’ve given has made a direct impact, whether by supporting people to increase their independence, learn new skills, gain confidence in completing essential daily tasks, or to finally be matched with their perfect guide dog - just like Sue. 
Sue had been on the waiting list for her guide dog for two years before she finally met black lab, Rylie and fell in love right away. Matched at Christmas time, Sue says Rylie was the best Christmas present of all, and you helped make it possible. 
“I’ve always loved dogs, and to have this match with Rylie has absolutely completed my journey - it’s the icing on the cake,” said Sue. 
“Since getting Rylie, I’ve gone from strength to strength with confidence. It’s brilliant. I wouldn’t be able to do what I do without Blind Low Vision NZ.” 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Caption: Sue and Rylie love being out and about together. 
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